A&ewwawk/ we |aq beneath the map‘e tree, its broad green leaves g%admg us Fﬁﬂom the miJ—Jaq
sun. Slﬁe }EeH as|eep quick‘q but | ‘aq awake For a ‘ong time, unable to close my eyes. A Jiaplﬂanous bearmn
of light pierced through the dense canopy above us and imprinted a small yellow crescent on a dimple just
below the small O}E her Eacl{. ‘ stared at it FOW a wl’wi‘e/ watclﬂng it rise and FQH with her every breath until
the sun moved }EU‘V’JCJW(—)T’ west across the SLﬁq and the arc Aisappemﬂe&. Her naked Bqu quiveweA Fov a
moment as a light breeze vustled through the leaves before tickling the spines of the tall, thin blades of
grass enve‘oping vs. | brushed a lock o{j raven hair back }Ewom her Face and FoHoweJ the vﬂapiJ movement o]E
a pupil underneath her eyelid. | quietly shifted closer to feel her warm breath gently expive against my
neck and | realized that | too was breathing slowly. | closed my eyes and felt the comfortable weight of her
head on my chest, Tising and Fa“ing; pemcect‘q in tune with the organs inside my anq. Keeping my eyes
closed, | felt for her hair, gently bringing a few strands close to my face. |t reminded me of a lilac bush
that used to grow outside my Fat%ewls garage when we were kidg. ‘ inhaled the sweet smell again and again
until ‘ Fe‘t my I:;qu qieu and my heort slow down. ‘ decided to |<eep my eyes closed a little while ‘onger.

‘ awo\ﬁe to FinA our bodies pwegseJ togetlﬂer into a gimg‘e HES% spoon. Ome arm was wrappeJ
around her waist and the other was pressed against my face. | he perpetual storm of cicada chirps
commenced once more and ‘ retreated to my ljacLL, c‘aspmg both hands behind my head. WH’,L\ my eyes
still closed, | ook in the aSperous sqmp%onq. Slﬂe was still in Jeep g‘eep as | vose to my ]Eeet The late
spring air was ripe with the aroma of honeysuckle and magnolia blossoms. | blindly reached for my pants
but a warm gust O}E air quiclﬁ'q c%ange& my mind and | emergea %ﬁom under the map‘e tree, my ljqu now a
sponge, soaking up the crepuscular humidity. Young blades of grass felt like goose down as they brushed
against my legs and the moist earth absorbed my footsteps through the thick moss on the Floor. | walked
over to a stream at the end OF the mea&ow/ Just near the nge OF the Forest. —Hﬁe sun had bloated into a
bright orange pumpkin as it descended behind a hill far away in the distance. | found a rock shaped like a
chair and sat down in its smooth seat to bathe in the receding fulgor.

| hear music all around. | am first aware of a string quartet fluttering above me. [t bows a
sugary T’lﬁqtl'wmf‘esg swell as molasses and pear nectar Jﬁp Fﬂom a slﬂ that heaves under its syrupy weiglﬁt.
A harp made of bone, strung with silken strings plays a vague melody of vising fourths and ninths as the
current cascades over the po‘ig%ea rocLLs and stones. —H‘ne breeze stims up wispy gtaH{s OF grain as an oboe
and a bassoon Begin their couwtg%ip. ‘t is timid at Fhﬂgt, but it eventua”q reaches a passionate gwiw‘ing
embrace that brings all of the meadow grass to its knees. | let my feet sink into the creek, my bare toes
p‘owing into the soFt mquLq Jept%s. —Hﬁere is not'ﬂng below to stop me From penetrating Jeepew and Jeepew
and so ‘ stand up. ‘ L)eg'm gin\iing into the sow[t and warm earth. —Hwe water is up to my am|1|es and soon it
reaches my Lmees. | raise my arms towards the SLLL; and gwalj on to a weeping limb }Ewom a meawhq willow
tree. —Hﬂe mud is now up to my waist and the leaves are quich stripping o{:]t the branch as | §|ip Furt%er
down. T he water is up to my ears now; my EOJQ is com&ne&l in the mive. | close my eyes as the water
finally vises above me and the river swallows me whole. T he only trace that remains is one hand, still
c‘utc%ing Hﬂe nake& wiHow growt%. ‘ Lmow t%at it cannot L\O|J me, so ‘ ‘et go. —Hﬂe tree qanLLs its arm out
of my hands, snapping like a whip in the air and somewhere nearby a foraging deer cocks an ear and
quickly bounds into the woods.



—H‘rewe is no bottom and as ‘ am engu‘]EeA }Eurtlwer into the QEL]SS/ ‘ hear a s‘ow/ ac%ing sonority
]Evom the corpse oF a viola. A goFJc brume enters my eyes, ears and mouth. Mq ‘ong hair }EaHs out O}E my
head like slow-cooked ribs of f the bone and | feel a great pressure on my skull, as if someone is tightening a
vice around it. But just when ‘ am about to dissolve into this watery grave, ‘ Fee‘ somet%ing clench my
wrist. My downward inertia is reversed and | am propelled upward to the surface. | open my eyes once
more and see centipedes and snakes lunging at my head but | am moving too fast for them now. A\
moment later ‘ {ee‘ my Equ |uwc|’wing out oF the water and ‘ come to rest on a dark patclﬁ O}E grass.

‘ ‘aq on my back Fovﬂ a ‘ong time EeFore ‘ openeJ my eyes again. The nascent moon shone like an
aluminum sickle as it sliced through the cadaverous blue cover of the glade. By my vight eam | heard a
locust %umming a strange tune. As ‘ turned my head to watch it st‘no\{e its |eg against its wing, a shadow
appemﬂeA over me. S%e Jd not ‘oolzL at me, on‘q upwmﬂ, towarJ some remote c‘ouJ. Sl'we was JwesseA n
a silver satin gown that hung low on her shoulders and around her neck she wore a small diamond that
aBsovBeol Hﬂe ‘unmﬂ emanation M{e a nocturna‘ prism. Hew |'wah” was Jown anJ unJu‘ateA ‘ilﬁe an ocean
wave with every movement she made. Ag ‘ closed my hand avound hers and puHeJ her towards me, ‘ Fe‘t
her touch the worsted wool fabric of my jacket. She ran her hands through my hair, behind my ears and
around the nape OF my necLL, Fina”q resting them on my shoulders. | Brougkt her even closer to me and our
eyes locked JEOQEJCLWGT’. Ouvﬂ gaze became a ging‘e excl’wamge OF ‘iglﬁt. S‘ow‘q/ we Eegam to move Jciwoug%
the verdure that seemed to part at our bare feet. A\ slow, diffuse vhythm rose up through the ground
and penetrateJ our bodies H’wrougl‘n the soles OF our }Eeet. ‘JE entered the bloodstream and coursed upwmﬂ
through the veins to the heart. A\s we wove around the maple tree we felt the pulse enter our lungs and
vaporize instantly. | inhaled as she exhaled and her breath was dry and cool. Her hold loosened on my
hand and ‘ ]Ee‘t my Feet lose contact with the gwounJ. As MC drawn toward some powemtu‘ magnet, | was
pulled higher. The moon cast a spotlight on the place where we had stood a moment ago, but now there

was om‘q a sea o}E grass, swhﬂhng and wwit%img,

| vose above the maple tree and saw its bough extend for many miles across the hovizon. A\ flock
o}t migl’wt birds burst ]EOT’H'W out OF the canopy, cac|<|ing in unison as tl’weq F|e\x/ in the opposite divection. StiH,
| rose higher. | could now see the flickering yellow lights of a city far off in the distance. | knew that |
would not visit that p‘ace again and ‘ did not try to Fig%t the Force Jwﬂagging me up\x/arcls. ‘ passeJ into a
thick vapor oF clouds that obscured evewqtlﬂimg in giglﬁ and wet my skin with Fine onp‘etg O}E mist. ‘ Eegan
to feel a peaceful state come over me all at once and | felt as if | was shedding my skin. | became more
weig%ﬂess with every passing moment. ‘ shivered when ‘ vealized that skin no ‘ongew covered me. Soon ‘
heard my bones Eamg against cach other like a Jeep atmosplneﬁc marimba. AH oF the organs and tissues
in my body dissolved into the seemingly interminable fog until there was no physical remnant left of me.
—H‘ren | pagseJ tkroug% the cloud. ‘ ‘oolﬁeJ around but there was no need. | could a‘reaaq see evewqt“ng
all at once. T he air was both sunny and moonlit at the same time. [ he blue of the sky was both dark and
co|omEu|A ‘ was alone yet ‘ }Ee‘t a million Gli%terent hands caressing Eq anq, ‘ heard mot“ng and eve%qt“ng

at Hﬂe same time.
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