—H‘re man had been Jﬁving cast on the strange road For Jaqs now and he had still not seen a car
since |eaving E'ﬂegno. He ‘oo\«eJ at the odometer For the hundredth time but the mi‘eage had not
changed. T he fuelgauge needle was twitching just below empty but this did not worry him anymore. His
FﬁenJ had suggesteJ that Hﬂeq taLLe Hig%waq 108 t%woug% the Sequoia Nationa‘ Dmﬂ\{ n %opes O]E
seeing a / ybutrix tree but this proved to be a mistake, since those life forms only grew further south, in
the desert.

|t was a tervible drive up the steep grade and the switchbacks eventually made his neck tense up
like a vise. Not om|q that, but he Eegan to ]Eee| a Jﬂﬂq heat §|ow‘q kindle at the base OF his spine. ‘Jc was
a small brush fire at first but with each passing mile, his vertebrae felt more like lumps of ignited
anthracite. He imagined looking like an incandescent string of Christmas lights, glowing red and white in
the dark comtineg O}E the car. Bq the time the blaze reached his head, it no ‘onger bothered him but his
Friend was backed up against the door, wearing an expression of ghastly fright on his face. His eyes were
pure white pear‘g/ Bouncing around uneven‘q in the passenger seat. |t ‘oo\{ea as i]E Hﬂeq were guiJing
someone Hﬂrouglﬁ the words o1E a children's song on television. —Hﬁe man was just about to comment on the
humor of this when his friend bent forward, the pearls vising up into his skull, and viclently jerked his head
ljacLLwarJ into the window. —H‘ne g|ass shattered upon impact and quJen‘q the man Fe‘t hot air rush into
the car, sucking out papers and trash into the black vacuum outside. |He looked over his shoulder and saw
his friend's body flailing wildly outside of the car, the wind vushing into his clothes, filling them like a wind
SOCLL Ee{ore a storm. —Hﬁe man's FrienJ was lﬂanging on to the passenger side mivror with one hand and
clawing desperately at the door with the other. [he man could see that his friend was yelling, but his
words were absorbed into the darkness along with everything else. I—inally, after a few more seconds of
staring, the man leaned across his seat and stretched out his hand. His FﬁenJ was able to graLJ hold but
as one hand wrapped around the other, the man lost control of the car and it torpedoed into a broken oak

tree.

The man felt fine as he stepped out of the vehicle. Smoke was pouring out from under the hood
but the car was still running, a‘tlwouglﬁ every Few seconds it would coug% and sputter like o consumptive.
He walked around the tree ca“ing his Frienals name over and over again. His voice didn't have the tone
o}t distress that he was expecting to hear so he raised the pitcl‘n and made it g‘ig%t'q cracLL until it was
acceptqu urgent and overwrougkt, in case anyone else stoppeJ. He circled the oak several times pausing
to listen to the wind rush in and out of the gnarled hollow skeleton of the tree. e shivered, although the
n\g%t air was stiging'q hot.

He ‘ookeol under the car. He wa”ieJ seventtﬂtive Feet in each direction. He ‘aq down on the
g%ouma and L}GHGA some curses into the base o]E the oak. e cuppeJ his hand and stood on the wom[ oF the
car, screaming at the top o}E his ‘ungs. He Foun&l a gop%ew smaLLe twitc“ng in the exhaust pipe and qanlﬂe&l
the beast out, spinning it around M{e a lamiat. —H'we repti‘e hissed M{e a tea kettle going O‘H: and tried
Aegpewate‘q to get at his hand, H’wough om‘q out o}E instinct. |e continued to twist it above his head,
screaming \></i|J|q ]EOY’ some time until he quJen‘q |t go and lost his voice gimu‘taneoug‘q Mis mouth was still
open and his |ungs were Eeating Jegperateh against his chest wall as the snake Hew t%woug% the nig"wt SLLL]
‘iLﬁe a }EowLeA-tomgue arrow. He sat down on top o}E the car cwoss-‘eggeol and waited to hear the ]Eienol
land. But he had no way o}t Lnowing that two miles away, as the serpent accelerated &lownwmﬂ&l/ it slid



Jhﬂect‘q into a gop%ew hole and imbedded its Fangg Jirect‘q into its next meal.

Minutes passeJ and the man did not move. He stared down into the car's LweaJ‘igl’wts, which
shone into the thick brush ahead. He could see fine particles of bark and pollen and silk from a nearby
spider-web swirling together in the light. e followed a loose strand of the gossamer filament undulating
in the breeze as Fmﬂ as his eyes could see. He stood up and jumpeA down F‘ﬂom the car and van pmﬂa“e‘ to
the headlight beam. The delicate fibril extended far past the light of the car so he gently put his palm
underneath it and let it guide him through the forest. e saw dozens of red bloodshot eyes like an
imErm“eJ peacoclalg tail L:u‘g'mg out %ﬂom either side oF the imqameJ clﬁapawa‘ sumﬂounaimg him. Ag he
continued to walk, still gently cradling the silk, he occasionally felt a hot puff of air blow across his face.

[He cleared the gorse and came to a meadow. The silk was gone from his hand but there were no
‘onger any trees or briavs or thorns anqwlwewe. A sorrel moon L‘uung in the SLLq like a wicker Bas\{et and he
noticed somet“ng Fa“ into the tall grass just ahead. He dove to the gwoumJ and got on his hands and
knees, examining camefully between each blade of grass, flicking aside the pill bugs and ants crawling up his
armes. A&er a moment, his Fmgem came across gomet'ﬂng. ‘t was wngeJ t\g%t‘q into the ground. He
could Fee‘ its gumtace as he caressed it with his Fimgem. On‘q a small portion was exposeJ but he guesseJ
that it was large. [t felt cool and dry against his sweaty palms. e dug his nails into the ground exposing
more and more OF it, }Eeveriqu ripping out c%unlﬁg O]E grass and tlﬂrowmg them over his head. But new
cover grew Eac\i ingtant‘q, so I'we was FowceJ to wowL\ UMJ‘L}. He comtinueJ to Jig thﬂe‘esg‘q. —Hwe mai|s
s‘ippe&l O}E}E his Fingem like rings and soon t%eq were Wep‘aceJ Eq hematic clots Calﬂed over with dirt.
Eina”q, hours ‘aten ‘ong a{tew lactic acid had saturated every muscle in his Eoclq, he ‘FOUHJ %imse'}t at the

bottom o}E a ‘awge pit staring up at the enormous white mass ogstwuctimg the morning sunvrise.

—H\e hole he had }Eevewiswq olug to expose the enormous bulk was now too |a1ﬂge to climb out o}E and
he found himself helplessly staring up toward the sky. e first noticed the throbbing in his vight middle
Fimgew. G‘oveg O]E dried blood that seemed to pu|5e in sync with the pain covered his hands. Hig }Eingewg
swelled as if they were to burst out of the crusty shell at any moment. e tried to make a fist but found
that his joints were fused together. A\ sudden feeling of anger came upon him and he unleashed a vicious
backhand into a s|’wm°p wockjutting out o{: the gwounJ. —Hﬁe scab shattered and he }Ee‘t as hC he had been
struck by lightning. He looked at his hand, free now, and it appeared to be aflame. e fell down in the
small space between the oljject and the wall O]E the hole and gazeA straig%t ahead. —H‘.e mass appemﬂeJ to
resemble an egg, a‘t%oug% he had on‘q unearthed lm‘]t oF it.

‘t was perFect‘q white and various ogjects in the air seemed to be vio‘ent‘q repeHeJ IDq its shell He
watched a ‘emc S‘ow‘q descend Fvom above, but as it came within a {oot o1E the egg, he }Ce‘t a S‘\.glﬁt chill in
the pit and saw the veins in the leaf freeze solid as it dropped like a stone into his lap, crumbling into dust.
100} e reached out and p|acea his bare Fimgewtips against the egg. It a‘giJ guw{jace was as smooth as
polished amethyst. e rose to his feet and placed both hands on it, feeling a stream of iciness Flow into his
pa‘ms. He trembled but did not move as an ominous cloud appeareJ in the sLLq. He rubbed the egg all
around, pressing his body tightly into its shell until his face was Flattened against it. e did not notice the
darkening of the atmosphere and the first rumble of thunder. e was tightly clasping the egg when the
glﬁq openeJ.



—Hwe waimeopg were the size O]C watermelons as a F|eet onet—Uacli clouds released them like
bombs. | here were few at first, but they were large. A\s one hit the ground, a deafening thunderclap
accented its Je‘ivewq and soon the pit Eegan Fi”ing with water. He was still ‘oclﬁeJ into an embrace with
the egg but now his grip on the lustrous surface was slipping. |t quivered in the ground as the storm grew
wilder. As he clawed at the egg, a giant raindrop exploded at the apex and it sent a torrent of water
cagcaaing down the side o}t the shell. Tl'we WEorce knocked him backward and another water bomb slammed
him against the wall of the pit. JAs the water level began to vise inside the pit, the egg started to
wobble as i]E it was Lﬂﬂealzlimg %ﬂee O]E the earth. —Hﬂe man rose to his ]Eeet and watched ]Eow a moment as it
teetered back and forth, like a buoy in the ocean. e held on to a tree root with one hand, as the impact
o}E the rain grew stronger. Wl’\en the water reached grouna ‘eve‘/ the C‘aq could no |onge7’ hold the egg
and it burst FO?’JCI’\ with a popping noise. —H’WG man let go o{j the oot and made a Jegpewate |unge toward
the egg, which was now resting in the middle of the meadow. L1

‘ run, arms outstretc%ea/ t%woug% the Lmee—Aeep water. . .Hﬂﬂougk the c%est—%g%
water. .. swimming now...arms Hai'ing in the waves. Sma”en insigmi%camt mmepg are now contwiguting
to a vast, infinite veservoir. | he egg is still in sight. [t is bobbing up and down in the water far ahead. |
know that ‘ can ma\{e it. ‘ put my head down into the water and surge Forwmﬂ against the current. Mq
arms are moving O}E their own ]Evee will and ‘ Fee‘ each tiny pocket o]E water in my pa‘m just EeFore it S‘ips
through and another veplaces it. Once, | open my eyes underwater and see the bottom of the egg, a
bowed shadow in the muqu |iquiJ. ‘Jc is not ]Ear now. A Few more strokes and ‘ will be there. | |\'1Dc my head
out of the water and see it just ahead. | he burnish of its ivory shell is electrifying against the ebony void
o}t the sea. D—H'we rain }EaHs in tiny, painFu' Arops now. ‘Jc stﬁLLes: my Face like a voHeq O}E birdshot. ‘ ‘ool{L up
into a perfectly rounded black nebula that has descended divectly above the egg. [t is slightly vibrating
and emitting terrible sounds of splintering bones and twisting metal. | swim desperately to the egg and try
to puglﬂ it away. —H’WG I'wumi:;itq is unbearable under the coud and ‘ {ee‘ its presence swe“ing amongst the
cacophony. A\fter a great effort of contortion and writhing, | manage to move the egg to an open
portion o{: water and straddle it, the point between my ‘egg. d

Spar\ﬁs are s|’woo£mg out o}t the gravd cloud and the aiv is c%mﬂge& with static e‘ectﬂcitq. BeaAs
o}t sweat are Fa“ing O%E my Face and H’weq sizzle as H’WGL} voll down the eggg%e” into the sea. | am wocking
back and forth roaring like a madman but the extraordinary sounds of the thunderstorm drown me out
comp‘ete‘q. guaaen‘q, everqt%ing is engu‘}teol in a scintiHating silver ‘ig%t as i{: someone Lwasjust taken a
]E‘as% pl’wotograp% O}E the entire world. ‘t is accompanieJ EL} a Jea}Eeming exp|osiom O}E thunder so low in
frequency yet so loud, that every mammal lung within a hundred miles collapses immediately. Al except
mine. Mq EoAq resists the cannonade and ‘ see a slow-mation series O}E events. D—H’we HacLL cloud ruptures
and a jagged bolt of lightning rushes out furiously, in search of a conductor. [t glows pale blue as it
descends downward. Ag its tip enters the ‘iquiJ, the water temperature rises and as its entire ‘engt%
penetrates the surface, a vortex forms, engulfing it completely. | am still atop the egg as the maelstrom

Jwawg me c‘osew, —H\e soun&l o}E water Wus%ing Jowmwm’d now overpowers t|'1€ rain, w%ic% |’wa§ s‘oweJ to a

drizale. ’ do not try to jump o%[. OJJM ’ am calm as ’ Tip o]E]E my shivt and throw it into the wlﬁir|poo‘.



he water around the edge is Frothy white and there is no escape as ‘ succumb to its spivaling motion. ‘Jc is
9 Y P p g
g‘ow at tirst, Eut as ‘ near H’W@ epicenter, H’W@ vortex moves taster anJ aster unti‘ it reacl’weg a Jizz in
P ying

speecl and | become not%ing more than a blurred specLL OP the imagination as ‘ Jisappemﬂ. ]

It was dark and silent. [-le opened his eyes and for a moment thought he had gone blind.
Nausea immeJiate‘q rose From the pit OF his stomach and his brain Began to ting‘e with anxiety. He
examined his body, carefully feeling each limb, and after a thorough inspection from head to toe, he
velaxed a bit. | he man was sure that he was inside the egg and he felt comfort in knowing this. | he last
Jclﬂmg he remembered was getting sucked into the wlﬁir‘poo‘. Jugt as he lost consciousness, he Fe|t the
eggsl’we“ so}Dcem, Awa\mng his Equ into the dark cavity.

—Hwe man stood up and took several steps until he hit the wall. He did it again in a Ji]t]tewent
divection and TepeateA this over and over again until he had grown Fami‘imﬂ with the contour o}E the egg.
—H‘rewe was not%ing to do in the Jmﬂ\{negs s0 he sat and tlwoug%t. ‘Jc was a saFe p‘ace s0 he let his mind

wander ]an away; to p‘aceg he had never been.

He imagineJ seeing t%ings that he Lmew didn't exist Hﬂrouglﬂ eyes that had ‘omg ago been sewn
shut. ’m the Jmﬂlzmegg a horizon appemﬂea. ‘t was }[mﬂ O%E in the distance and g‘oweJ orange against the
mg%t SLLq. He saw Lwimseht goating on the ocean spwaw‘eﬁl out on an oak ‘ea]c. Stam appe&n”eJ in the SLLL}
slﬂmng M/Le diamonds against black velvet. He Jwﬁ@ceJ Fow a w%i‘e, his ‘eg Jang‘ing O%E the side into the
warm water. Strange aquatic beings chased each other amound his ankle and through the spaces between
his toes. e saw a sailfish shoot out of the water like a mortar. [t flew across the sky in a rainbow arc
until it met the wing OF a seaguH. —ﬂﬂe bird was carrying an oyster in its Bea\{ but as the marlin's ljonq
snout pieﬂﬂce&l its wing, sp‘itfmg open a web o}E blood vessels, the wrinkled shell Fe” Fﬂﬂee and onppea like a
stone into the water. |t descended slowly into the depths, undisturbed, through schools of fish and coral.
As it paggeJ into a cloud o}E krill, a giant black shadow appemﬂeJ Fwﬂom below and swallowed evewﬁclﬂmg n
sight. T he tiny mollusk entered the great beast along with the all of the other lesser life forms and
thousands OF gaHons o}E water. A mound O}E spongy }qesl‘n swelled inside the gaping oﬁ]tice and pug%eJ
evewqtlﬂimg towards a nevew—emaing tunnel to nowhere. Jugt Ee}tore the last Few gaHoms OF water were
Funneled down the animal's throat, it exhaled deeply, forcing the oyster upward, through a small blowhole,
pwope”img it Bac\{ into the J@A}ac\{ into the beak o}E a HeeJing guH.

The man grew tived. e reached up and pinched the moon, bringing it within inches of his face.
‘t smelled M{e a rotten camta‘oupe and he squeezeA it between his }Eingem until it poppecl/ ‘ea\{ing its sugary
pu‘p down his arm. He tossed it over his shoulder and as it hit the water he heard a vicious stwugg‘e ensue
between the sharks and the eels. e saw the water turn to froth like whipped egg whites and he dipped his
hand into the cream. He laid a small Jo”op on his tongue but it was too sweet so he let the other animals
fight over it. e reached back up and grabbed a hold of the black cover enveloping the sky. |He pulled it
of f with both hands and tossed it aside, covering up the moon-battle still raging in the water.

He }Ee‘t the ‘ea]ﬁ stir below his WEeeJc as he looked Jiv’ect‘q into the sun. [t was §|’Wﬂng a Aeep
c%ewq—we& and he moved it aside with the back O]E his hand until it was behind Lwim/ casting a ‘on@ shadow



ahead. He could see that he was approaclﬂng a great watemEaH. ‘JE was |mﬂgew than anqt%ing he had ever
seen, stwetclw'ng imEimite‘q in both divections. Ag he goatea closer, he was gurpriseJ that there was no

mist. —Hwe water just onppeJ O'H: without a sound. He stood on the ‘ea}t si‘ent‘q/ his arms cwosgea/ and
waited. ..

...He opened his eyes and realized that the egg was moving. | he up and down bobbing motion told him he
was back in the water again. ‘t was stil pitc'*w black and a sense O]E urgency came quick‘q and told him he
did not have much time. He began pounding on the side of the egg with his fists. He ran like a charging
bull, head first, into the shell. e felt no pain, only a fierce need to escape. (Once, he thought he heard
a crack so he hit it again, even harder. Now there was a ja@geJ }Eigsuwe in Fwomt 0}E him. Li\ﬁe a

madman, he ran into it over and over again until it became a spiJew-weE sewn ]Cwnom beams o}E ‘i@)ﬁf.

He knows what is outside. He rips O%E chunks o}E the egg like J?”L}\X/QH until there is a hole Eig
emoug% to see t'*wroug%. He sees the great chasm approaclﬂng and hesitates 1[:014 a moment lje}Eowe tearing
OH: another piece OF shell. —Hwe water is neon-green as it Eegms to vush into the egg but BLJ the time it
reaches his waist, he is able to squeeze out into the open sea. Bright green liquid fills the egg and scon it
sinks and is lost. He does not see this, however. —ﬂﬂe man is staring Jhﬂect‘q ahead into the great
waterfall. The only thing more striking than the emptying of the world is the total silence in the air.
There is no sound and his voice does not ring in his ears. e yells something but the aiv is like a sun-
bleached g\{e‘eton, piclﬁeJ clean OF all vibrations. He Fee‘s somet%ing in the water. ‘t is not an object, but
instead a force that resonates through his body. e dips his head into the water and hears a thousand
voices all speaking at once. 1-le opens his eyes but sees only the vast expanse of green. Above the water
he hears not%mg again. Dewlﬂaps, he thinks, the vibrations Fwom the atmogplﬁere have somehow been
transferred into the water. Just as he comes up again, he realizes that he has reached the top of the
falls. There is no time for any more thought as he tumbles of f the edge of the shelf and into the abyss

below.

”Segagtian! Mlﬁat %Lﬁe I'weH LM o]E person ave qou?”

The old woman demanding a response was standing merely inches away from my face. Her
breath smelled \ike a wet HOCLL o}t ja‘apeno cheddar Jipped n coﬁtee. ‘ could actuqu Fee‘ the words coming
out OF her mouth and gtﬂ\{mg my gowelﬁeaa. ‘ Fe‘t like vomiting but instead ‘ grimaceJ and swallowed
deeply. | had been aware of her mouth opening and closing rapidly for some time now, but the angry

sounds O}E her voice had om‘q just [jegun to register in my ears.

”You canltjust EGCL out now! W%at about all o}E the invitations? We a‘wea&q reserved the
c%ape‘ and hived the pﬁegt“l S‘we was quite qusteﬁca‘ at this point. ”O% my GOJ. —Hwis can't be

Lwappenmg !

‘ tried to zone her out again, but somehow my gaze FeH upon the gir| crying on the couch.

He% head saggeJ in her hands and she was crying so hard that it |ooLLeJ Mie she was in the middle oF a
miu seizure. ‘n a L)Wie}t moment o}c c‘aﬁtq ‘ agLﬁeA mqseht i}E ‘ was maLﬁin@ a |'wuge mistaLﬁe. wgs ‘ H’W’owing



awvay someﬁ%ing 5pecia|? wgs this gomet%mg ‘ would regret 1[:014 the vest OP my ‘ﬁte? —Hﬂe ghﬂ‘ ‘ookeJ up
at me From unJeY’ a ma§|1 O}E TUNNY Mascara anJ gonen eyes. Yeg, at JchJc very moment ‘ I/mew ‘ was

maLJng a choice that would haunt me }Eow the rest OF my ‘i}te,

| zoned out again, this time seeing Far into the future. | saw the fuzzy outline of a man and a
woman surrounded by a few children. They were in a park. T he sun was shining and the children were
running mﬂounJ, L}eHimg and Jjumping over cach other. ‘ z00med in closer. w%o were H’WGL}? COUH ‘ be
playing a part in that equation? She was there. | could see that with cevtainty. \/ho was the man,
though? Had | come to my senses standing here, years earlier? Slowly, | walked up to the couple and
touched the man on the shoulder. He Lurned around s|ow‘q and ‘ was g%oc\«e% as ‘ sbared into his ]Eace. .

‘ could hear the old ‘aolq screaming obscenities as | got into my car. —Hﬂeq had both run out OF
the house onto the ]Ewomjc lawn, but tlﬂeq did not cross the {:emce. ‘ started the engine and sat there Fow a
minvte. | he old lady had stopped yelling and all | could hear was the whining of a broken fan belt. |
volled down the window and several moths gew out From behind the sun visor. ‘ skiFteJ into }Ehﬂst and held
down the clutch Fow a moment Ee}tove |ettimg go and gpeeJing down EiHmove St. For the last time ever.
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